§622.189 Restrictions and requirements for sea bass pots.

(a) Tending restriction. A sea bass pot in the South Atlantic EEZ may be pulled or tended only by a
person (other than an authorized officer) aboard the vessel permitted to fish such pot or aboard another
vessel if such vessel has on board written consent of the owner or operator of the vessel so permitted.

(b) Configuration restriction. In the South Atlantic EEZ, sea bass pots may not be used or
possessed in multiple configurations, that is, two or more pots may not be attached one to another so that
their overall dimensions exceed those allowed for an individual sea bass pot. This does not preclude
connecting individual pots to a line, such as a “trawl!” or trot line.

(d) Construction requirements and mesh sizes. (1) A sea bass pot used or possessed in the South
Atlantic EEZ must have mesh sizes as follows (based on centerline measurements between opposite,
parallel wires or netting strands):

(i) For sides of the pot other than the back panel:
(A) Hexagonal mesh (chicken wire)—at least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) between the wrapped sides;
(B) Square mesh—at least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) between sides; or

(C) Rectangular mesh—at least 1 inch (2.5 cm) between the longer sides and 2 inches (5.1 cm)
between the shorter sides.

(ii) For the entire back panel, i.e., the side of the pot opposite the side that contains the pot
entrance, mesh that is at least 2 inches (5.1 cm) between sides.

(e) Requirements for pot removal. (1) A sea bass pot must be removed from the water in the South
Atlantic EEZ and the vessel must be returned to a dock, berth, beach, seawall, or ramp at the conclusion
of each trip. Sea bass pots may remain on the vessel at the conclusion of each trip.

(2) A sea bass pot must be removed from the water in the South Atlantic EEZ when the applicable
quota specified in §622.190(a)(5) is reached. After a closure is in effect, a black sea bass may not be
retained by a vessel that has a sea bass pot on board.

(f) Restriction on number of pots. A vessel that has on board a valid Federal commercial permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper and a South Atlantic black sea bass pot endorsement that fishes in the
South Atlantic EEZ on a trip with black sea bass pots, may possess only 35 black sea bass pots per
vessel per permit year. Each black sea bass pot in the water or onboard a vessel in the South Atlantic
EEZ, must have a valid identification tag attached. Endorsement holders must apply for new tags each
permit year through NMFS to replace tags from the previous year.



